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Historic  Saenger  Theater 
July  30  &  31 


The  weekend  is  approaching  and  it's  your  chance  to  enjoy  a  little  fun 
with  your  family  and  friends.  One  thing  is  certain ...  in  Hattiesburg, 
weekend  entertainment  is  a  sure  bet  and  making  plans  is  just  a  click 
away.  At  visithattie.com  explore  where  to  Eat  Shop,  Stay  and  Play 
right  at  your  fingertips.  Hattiesburg ...  a  great  place  for  your 
affordable,  family-friendly  weekend  getaway! 
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Rise  higher. 


Eagles  always  do. 

As  students,  they're  encouraged  to  follow  their  loftiest  dreams.  Little  wonder  it's  often  Eagles,  as  alumni,  who  go 
on  to  raise  ideas  that  challenge  convention — and  ignite  change — in  science,  business,  medicine  and  the  arts. 

At  Hancock  Bank,  we  salute  that  spirit  of  grand  ambition  kindled  here  at  Southern  Miss.  And  we're  proud  to 
support  Eagle  fans  across  the  Gulf  South  with  financial  advice  and  services  to  help  them  reach  their  dreams. 
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For  100  years,  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  been  educating  our  future 

and  setting  a  soaring  example  of  greatness  in  our  state  and  beyond.  We  are  proud 

to  celebrate  this  monumental  achievement  with  the  alumni,  students,  faculty 

and  friends  of  this  university.  May  your  next  100  years  be  even  brighter. 
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As  you  thumb  through  the  pages  of  this  edition 
of  The  Talon  you  will  quickly  realize  that  it  is  unlike 
any  other  the  Alumni  Association  has  previously 
produced.  Inspired  by  the  University's  Centennial 
Celebration,  this  edition  contains  images  from  a 
century  of  Southern  Miss  history,  beginning  with 
our  days  as  Mississippi  Normal  College  through 
the  activities  that  have  commemorated  the  100' h 
anniversary  of  the  institution's  founding  in  1910. 
Given  the  significance  of  the  Centennial  we  felt  a 
break  from  our  usual  format  was  warranted,  and  we 
are  confident  that  as  you  turn  the  pages  you  will  find 
the  edition  particularly  enjoyable  to  read. 

Also  of  note  concerning  this  edition  are  the 
"Centennial  Legacy  Circle"  essays  from  many  of 
the  University's  longest  serving  faculty  and  staff 
members.  On  March  30,  2010,  University  employees 
with  tenures  longer  than  40  years  were  honored  as 
the  first  inductees  into  the  Centennial  Legacy  Circle. 
At  the  time,  the  Alumni  Association  requested  brief 
essays  on  the  University  from  the  recipients.  Without 
question  it  was  a  bold  request  on  our  part — to 
summarize  40  or  more  years  of  work  in  just  a  few 
paragraphs.  However,  as  you  will  read,  the  responses 
eloquently  reflect  the  passion  for  and  dedication  to 
Southern  Miss  with  which  these  men  and  women 
have  served  our  Alma  Mater. 

Thank  you  for  reading  The  Talon.  We  will  return 
to  our  regular  format  in  the  tall,  an  edition  that  will 
feature  among  other  items  the  University's  significant 
efforts  regarding  the  Gulf  oil  spill,  highlight  a  new- 
book  by  former  CNN  reporter  and  Southern  Miss 
alumna  Kathleen  Koch  regarding  Hurricane  Katrina 
and  preview  the  upcoming  football  season. 
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Southern  Miss  Alumni: 
You're  invited  to  join  fans  and 
friends  of  the  University  for 
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Shell 
Homecoming  Golf  Tournament 

Friday,  October  8 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club 

Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Dinner 

Friday,  October  8 
Thad  Cochran  Center 

Centennial  Homecoming  Parade 

Saturday,  October  9 
Downtown  Hattiesburg 

Alumni  Association  Awards 
Luncheon  and  Business  Meeting 

Saturday,  October  9 
Thad  Cochran  Center 

Golden  Eagle  Football 
vs.  East  Carolina 

Saturday,  October  9 
The  Rock 


For  more  information  on  Homecoming  events,  contact 
the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013  or  alumni@usm.edu. 
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One  of  the  remarkable  things  about  Southern  Miss  people  is  our  sense  of  community.  Long  ago, 
Augustine  defined  a  community  as  a  group  of  people  united  by  "a  common  agreement  on  the  objects 
of  their  love."  Whether  students,  faculty,  staff,  alumni  or  friends,  what  binds  us  together  as  a  unique 
community  is  our  deep  affection  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Thai  shared  devotion  unites 
us  not  only  with  each  other,  but  with  those  who  have  gone  before  us.  1  think  1 1  it  were  possible  today  for 
us  to  talk  with  all  the  people  who  contributed  to  the  building  of  the  University,  they  would  agree  on  one 
thing.  This  wonderful  institution  didn't  just  happen.  It  is  a  100-year-old  labor  of  love. 

The  labor  often  involved  significant  challenges.  The  first  president,  Joe  Cook,  noted  that  when 
Mississippi  Normal  College,  as  we  were  first  called,  was  found  in  1910,  "there  was  .  .  .  grave  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  whether  such  an  institution  was  needed."  We  have  long  since  overcome  those 
doubts,  as  well  as  wars,  depressions,  natural  disasters  and  politics.  In  1924,  the  legislature  conceded  our 
expanding  mission  by  renaming  the  school  State  Teachers  College.  Despite  the  Great  Depression  and 
legislative  efforts  either  to  make  it  a  branch  of  the  University  of  Mississippi  or  to  abolish  it  altogether,  STC 
not  only  survived  the  1930s,  but  prospered.  By  1940,  again  in  recognition  ol  our  growth  and  evolving 
mission,  the  name  had  changed  again,  to  Mississippi  Southern  College.  In  1962,  50  years  after  opening 
its  doors,  the  school  attained  university  status.  Reflecting  on  that  achievement,  former  president  William  D.  McCain 
declared,  "No  one  could  have  dreamed  that  we  could  have  gone  from  a  small  teachers  college  to  a  major  university"  in 
so  short  a  time.  Today,  amidst  the  nation's  most  severe  economic  crisis  in  memory,  we  do  well  to  remind  ourselves  that 
Mississippi  Normal  College  began  life  without  a  single  dollar  of  state  funds.  Perseverance  has  been  our  hallmark,  and 
because  of  our  past,  we  welcome  the  challenges  of  the  present  and  the  future. 

This  year's  Centennial  Celebration  provides  an  ideal  opportunity  both  to  revel  in  that  "Treasured  Past"  and  to 
contemplate  our  "Golden  Future."  I  invite  you  to  join  in  the  festivities  this  fall  as  we  continue  to  commemorate  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  institution's  founding.  A  list  of  upcoming  Centennial  Celebration  events,  including  many  of 
those  scheduled  for  Homecoming  weekend,  October  8-9,  can  be  found  on  page  11. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  catalogue  how  far  we  have  come  in  100  years,  but  the  following  few  facts  offer 
some  perspective: 

•  Mississippi  Normal  College  opened  its  doors  with  227  students  and  a  single  academic  building.  Today,  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  a  dual-campus  Carnegie  Research  University  with  an  enrollment  of 
approximately  17,000  students  from  all  50  states  and  70  foreign  countries. 

•  For  its  first  10  years,  the  college  awarded  no  degrees,  only  certificates  and  diplomas  leading  to  a  teaching 
license.  Today,  Southern  Miss  offers  94  undergraduate  and  92  graduate  degree  programs. 

•  The  first  football  squad  consisted  of  only  13  players,  two  oi  them  one-armed.  Our  current  streak  of  16 
consecutive  winning  seasons  is  the  fourth-longest  among  NCAA  FBS  schools,  and  we  have  earned  bowl  bids 
12  of  the  past  13  years,  the  last  eight  in  a  row. 

•  From  1912  until  1934,  the  basketball  facility  on  campus  was  an  outdoor  court  behind  Forrest  County  Hall. 
Today,  the  Southern  Miss  National  Center  for  Spectator  Sports  Safety  and  Security  provides  instruction  for 
personnel  at  the  largest  and  most  sophisticated  sports  arenas  in  the  country. 

•  In  1929,  the  Great  Depression  forced  the  dissolution  of  the  college  hand,  whose  instruments  were  sold  to 
raise  money.  Today,  Southern  Miss  is  one  of  only  a  handful  of  institutions  nationally  accredited  in  all  lour  arts 
disciplines:  music,  art,  theatre  and  dance. 

This  edition  of  The  Talon  traces  our  remarkable  pilgrimage  from  a  modest  college  for  the  training  of  public 
schoolteachers  to  the  premier  research  institution  of  the  Gulf  South.  As  you  view  the  images  from  our  earliest  days  as 
Mississippi  Normal  College  through  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  2010.  1  am  confident  that  you  will  share  not  onl\ 
my  pride  in  how  far  we  have  come,  but  also  my  optimism  for  what  is  sure  to  be  a  golden  future. 
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A  THUMBNAIL  SKETCH  OF  100  YEARS 


ounded  by  Legislative  Act  on  March  30,  1910, 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  was  the  state's 
first  state-supported  teacher  training  school.  Originally 
known  as  Mississippi  Normal  College,  the  school  was  built 

on  120  acres  of  cutover  timberland  donated  by  Messrs.  H.A. 
Camp,  A. A.  Montague  and  Dr.  T.E.  Ross,  and  funded  by  bonds 
issued  by  the  City  of  Hattiesburg  and  Forrest  County  in  the  amount 
of  $250,000.  A  close  relationship  between  the  University  and  the  city 
is  still  maintained  today.  The  school's  stated  purpose  was  to  "qualify 
teachers  for  the  public  schools  of 
Mississippi."  Mississippi  Normal  College 
opened  for  classes  September  18,  1912, 
and  hosted  a  total  of  876  students  during 
its  initial  session  (506  in  the  regular 
session  and  370  in  the  summer  term). 

The  first  president,  Joseph 
Anderson  "Joe"  Cook,  oversaw 
construction  of  the  original  buildings 
and  guided  the  school  during  its 
formative  years.  Cook  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Columbus,  Miss., 
city  schools  prior  to  being  selected  as 
president  of  MNC. 

The  school's  five  original  buildings 
were  College  Hall  (the  academic  building), 
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Forrest  County  Hall  (men's  and  married  students'  dormitory), 
Hattiesburg  Hall  (women's  dormitory),  The  Industrial  Cottage 
(training  laboratory  for  home  management)  and  the  president's 
home  (now  the  Ogletree  House). 

Prior  to  1922,  the  school  awarded  certificates,  which  required 
at  least  two  terms  of  attendance,  and  diplomas,  which  required  at 
least  six  terms  of  attendance.  In  1922,  the  school  was  authorized 
to  confer  the  baccalaureate  degree,  the  first  of  which  was  awarded 
in  May  1922  to  Kathryn  Swetman  of  Biloxi. 

In  1924,  the  school  underwent  the  first  of  a  series 
of  name  changes.  On  March  7,  1924,  Mississippi 
Normal  College  became  State  Teachers  College.  Many 
improvements  were  instituted  following  the  name  change, 
as  STC  pursued  accreditation  by  the  Southern  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  (SACS).  One  of  the 
improvements  was  construction  of  the  Demonstration 
School  in  1927,  which  served  as  a  training  ground  for 
student  teachers.  Sadly,  on  September  28,  1928,  at  the 
behest  of  Gov.  Theodore  G.  Bilbo,  President  Cook  was 
summarily  dismissed  by  the  STC  Board  of  Trustees.  The 
'  reason  given  was  Cook's  age  (he  was  65),  but  onlookers 
saw  it  as  a  political  ploy  because  Cook  had  not 
supported  Bilbo  in  the  recent  gubernatorial  election. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  selected  Supervisor  of  Rural 
Schools  Claude  Bennett  to  succeed  Joe  Cook  as 


president.  Many  of  the  faculty  and  staff 
remained  loyal  to  the  former  president 
and  viewed  Bennett  with  suspicion. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  during  the  Bennett 
administration  that  the  school  was 
approved  for  membership  in  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools  in  1929.  Moreover,  enrollment 
continued  to  increase,  extension  courses 
were  offered  in  25  Mississippi  counties 
and  a  strong  music  program  was  set 
in  motion.  Unfortunately,  Gov.  Bilbo 
continued  to  meddle  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  State  Teachers  College  and 
the  other  state-supported  institutions 
of  higher  learning.  As  a  result,  SACS 
revoked  the  school's  accreditation  in  1930. 

In  1932,  due  to  the  Great  Depression,  the  state  was  unable  to  pay 
faculty  salaries.  Fortunately,  Hattiesburg  banks  arranged  signature 
loans  for  hard-pressed  faculty  members,  and  grocery  stores  extended 
credit  to  those  with  good  payment  records.  In  1932,  a  single  board 
of  trustees  was  created  to  oversee  all  of  Mississippi's  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  This  body  replaced  the  separate  boards  of  trustees 
under  which  the  institutions  had  previously  operated.  Uppermost  on 
the  new  board's  agenda  was  removing  political  appointees  of  Gov. 
Bilbo,  so  in  1933,  President  Bennett  was  fired. 

Dr.  Jennings  Burton  George, 
a  Mississippi  Normal  College 
alumnus,  became  the  school's 
third  president  on  July  1,  1933, 
and  the  first  to  hold  a  doctorate. 
The  new  chief  executive 
inherited  a  huge  debt,  which 
[  he  corrected  by  setting  strict 
[   financial  guidelines,  cutting 
employees'  salaries  and  freezing 
departmental  budgets.  His  efforts 
not  only  resulted  in  a  balanced 
budget,  but  each  year  of  his 
administration  ended  with  a 
small  surplus  in  the  treasury. 
On  February  13,  1940,  the 
school's  name  was  changed  for  the  second  time.  Its  new  name, 
Mississippi  Southern  College,  reflected  the  fact  that  it  was  no  longer 
exclusively  a  teachers'  college.  During  World  War  II,  enrollment 
plummeted  to  around  300  as  students  and  faculty  members 
joined,  or  were  drafted  into,  military  service.  Both  head  football 
coach  Reed  Green  and  his  assistant  Thad  "Pie"  Vann  served  in 
the  armed  forces.  Looking  ahead  to  the  end  of  the  war,  President 
George  established  a  $35,000  trust  fund  to  provide  scholarships 
for  returning  veterans.  He  also  proposed  graduate  work  in 
education,  home  economics  and  music. 

But  in  January  1945,  before  any  of  his  plans  were 
implemented,  the  Board  of  Trustees  declined  to  rehire  Dr. 
George,  giving  no  definitive  reason  for  its  action.  The  school  is 


deeply  indebted  to  President  George,  for  it  was  his  sound 
fiscal  policies  and  managerial  genius  that  steered  it  safely 
through  both  the  Great  Depression  and  World  War  II. 

Dr.  Robert  Cecil  Cook  (no  relation  to  Joe  Cook) 
became  the  institution's  fourth  president  following  his 
discharge  from  the  Army  on  July  6,  1945.  President  Cook, 
whose  credentials  as  an  educator  were  impeccable,  placed 
academic  development  at  the  top  of  his  agenda.  During 
his  tenure,  the  Graduate  Studies  division  was  created,  and 
the  Reading  Clinic,  the  Latin  American  Institute  and  the 
Speech  and  Hearing  Clinic  were  established. 

Greek  presence  on 
campus  was  increased, 
the  band  program  was 
expanded,  the  "Dixie 
Darlings"  precision 
dance  team  was  formed  and 
enrollment  soared  to  more  than 
2,000.  The  athletic  program  was 
strengthened,  as  coaches  Reed 
Green  and  Pie  Vann  returned 
from  military  service  and 
resumed  their  former  positions. 
Over  the  next  two  decades, 
the  combined  efforts  of  these 
two  outstanding  coaches 
brought  national  recognition 
to  the  Southern  Miss  football  program.  In  December  1954,  Cook 
became  the  first  president  to  leave  the  office  voluntarily,  when  he 
resigned  the  presidency  to  accept  a  position  as  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Jackson  State  Times,  a  new  daily  newspaper. 

Dr.  Richard  Aubrey  McLemore  was  named  acting  president, 
effective  January  1,  1955,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  August  17. 
1955.  Dr.  McLemore,  known  to  the  students  as  "Dr.  Mac,"  had  been 
a  faculty  member  at  MSC  since  1938,  and  had  served  as  professor  of 
history,  head  of  the  social  studies  division  and  dean  of  the  college. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  selected  State  Archivist  Dr.  William 
David  McCain  as  the  school's  fifth  president,  and  he  assumed  the 
office  August  18,  1955,  promising  to  keep  the  campus  "dusty  or 

muddy  with  construction." 
At  least  17  new  buildings 
were  erected  during  the 
McCain  administration, 
including  Reed  Green 
Coliseum.  Dr.  McCain's 
driving  ambition,  however, 
was  to  achieve  university 
stains  lor  MSC,  a  drive 
thai  was  sponsored  bv  the 
Alumni  Association.  To 
that  end.  he  reorganized 
the  academic  programs  into 
colleges  and  schools,  and 
on  February  27,  1962,  Gov 
Ross  Barnett  signed  the  bill 
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Ithat  made  Mississippi  Southern  College 
f  a  university:  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi. 
The  second  watershed  event  of 
the  McCain  administration  occurred  in 
September  1965  when,  for  the  first  time  in 
the  school's  history,  African-American  students  were 
admitted.  The  first  students  were  Raylawni  Young  Branch  and 
Gwendolyn  Elaine  Armstrong. 

Other  noteworthy  events  of  the  McCain  era  include  formation 
of  the  Oral  History  Program  in  1971  and  establishment  of  the 

Southern  Miss  Gulf  Park  Campus  in 
1972.  Also  in  1972,  the  nickname 
of  the  athletic  teams  was  changed 
from  "Southerners"  to  "Golden 
Eagles."  Dr.  McCain  retired  from  the 
S  presidency  June  30,  1975.  During 
I  his  20-year  presidency,  enrollment 
I  grew  to  11,000. 

On  July  1,  1975,  Dr.  Aubrey 
|   Keith  Lucas  became  the  sixth 
president  of  Southern  Miss.  Dr. 
I  Lucas  had  a  long  history  at  Southern 
Miss,  having  served  as  instructor, 
director  of  admissions,  registrar 
and  dean  of  the  Graduate  School, 
in  addition  to  holding  both  bachelor's  and  master's  degrees  from 
the  school.  Among  the  accomplishments  that  punctuated  the 
Lucas  years  were  the  formation  of  the  Teaching  and  Learning 
Resource  Center;  creation  of  the  Faculty  Senate;  establishment  of 
the  Center  for  International  Education;  replacement  of  the  quarter 
system  with  the  semester  system;  creation  of  the  Polymer  Science 
Institute;  reorganization  of  the  University's  10  schools  into  six 
colleges;  formation  of  the  Institute  for  Learning  in  Retirement;  and 
affiliation  with  the  new  athletic  conference,  Conference  USA.  After 
21  years,  Dr.  Lucas  stepped  down  from  the  presidency  December 
31,  1996,  saying  it  was  time  for  someone  new. 

Dr.  Horace  Weldon  Fleming 
Jr.  assumed  his  duties  as  Southern 
Miss'  seventh  president  January 
3,  1997.  During  his  tenure,  the 
School  of  Nursing  became  the 
College  of  Nursing,  the  Office 
of  Technology  Resources  was 
created,  a  master's  program 
in  hydrographic  science  was 
added  in  the  Department  of 
Marine  Science,  a  master's 
program  in  workforce  training 
and  development  was  added 
in  the  School  of  Engineering 

Technology  and  online  classes  were  instituted.  In  addition. 
Southern  Miss  unveiled  its  Strategic  Plan  for  the  Future.  Designed 
to  plot  the  University's  course  for  three  to  five  years,  the  plan 
envisioned  Southern  Miss  as  "a  national  university  for  the  Gulf 


South."  In  2001,  Dr.  Fleming  introduced  the  public  phase  of  a 
$100  million  comprehensive  campaign. 

Dr.  Fleming  resigned  the  presidency  in  July  2001,  and 
President  Emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  was  selected  to  serve 
until  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning 
hired  a  new  president. 

On  May  1,  2002,  Dr.  Shelby 
I   Freland  Thames  became  The 
I  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
►  eighth  president.  Dr.  Thames 
[  had  been  with  the  University  for 
nearly  four  decades,  serving  as 
professor,  department  chair,  dean 
I  and  vice  president.  Under  Dr. 
Thames'  leadership,  the  University 
received  a  record  number  of 
[  research  dollars  topping  $100 

million  in  a  single  year  for  the  first 
'  time.  Additionally,  the  number  of 
presidential  scholars  tripled  and  other 
scholarship  programs  were  created. 
During  the  Thames'  administration,  the  University  demonstrated 
consistent  growth  in  its  doctoral  programs  and  was  the  only  Class 
I  university  in  the  state  as  designated  by  the  Southern  Regional 
Education  Board.  The  Thad  Cochran  Center,  The  Innovation  and 
Commercialization  Park,  The  Village  residence  halls,  athletic 
facilities  expansion  and  recovery  from  Hurricane  Katrina  are  also 
hallmarks  of  his  administration.  Dr.  Thames'  tenure  as  president 
ended  in  May  2007,  and  he 
returned  to  faculty  ranks  as  a 
noted  polymer  scientist. 

May  21,  2007,  was  the  first 
day  of  the  presidency  of  Dr. 
Martha  Dunagin  Saunders.  A 
Hattiesburg  native,  Saunders 
returned  to  her  Mississippi 
roots  from  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater  to  take 
the  helm  of  her  alma  mater. 
As  the  new  president  at 
Southern  Miss,  Dr.  Saunders 
worked  quickly  to  bring  the 
campus  together  in  a  widely 
inclusive  strategic  planning 

process.  Under  her  leadership,  the  University  has  identified  four 
overarching  areas  of  strategic  emphasis  including: 

•  a  climate  for  academic  success, 

•  an  enhanced  national  image, 

•  stronger  connections  with  the  community,  and 

•  a  culture  of  healthy  minds,  bodies  and  campuses. 
Today,  Southern  Miss  is  unique  in  Mississippi  as  the  only 

multi-campus  university  and  has  teaching  and  research  centers 
along  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  Under  Saunders"  leadership,  the 
University  is  boldly  moving  forward,  determined  to  position  itself 
as  the  premier  research  institution  of  the  Gulf  South. 
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ENTENNIAL 

STUDENT  LEADER  REUNION 

September  17-18,  2010 


As  part  of  the  Southern  Miss  Centennial  Celebration  the  University  is 
honoring  the  students  who  have  helped  shape  the  last  century.  Former  student 
leaders  are  invited  to  return  to  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  the  weekend  of  the 
Southern  Miss  versus  Kansas  football  game,  Sept.  17-18,  and  be  a  part  of 
the  celebration! 

If  you  served  as  editor  for  The  Southerner yearbook  or  The  Student  Printz,  were 
a  member  of  Southern  Style,  held  an  SGA  Office,  or  served  as  president  of 
one  of  the  following:  IFC,  CPC  (formerly  NPC),  NPHC  (formerly  Black 
Greek  Council),  AASO,  RHA  or  SMAC  (formerly  UAC),  you  are  invited 
to  attend.  Invitations  are  also  extended  to  all  honorees  of  the  student  Hall 
of  Fame,  Phi  Kappa  Phi  Bowl,  as  well  as  Best  Citizenship  Award  winners. 

If  you  fall  into  one  of  the  specified  categories  above,  please  fill  out  the 
online  information  form  found  at  www.usm.edu/CSLreunion  under 
"Calling  all  Student  Leaders:  Past  and  Present!"  This  will  ensure  your 
formal  invitation  to  follow. 
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Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

The  following  are  upcoming  events  related  to  the  University's  Centennial 
Celebration  of  2010.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed 
to  the  Office  of  the  Centennial  at  601 .266.4095  or  centennial@usm.edu.  For 
University  events  not  directly  related  to  the  Centennial  Celebration,  please  .  sit 
usm.edu/calendar.  All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed. 

September 

3  The  Legacy  of  Athletics:  Cross  Country  Centennial 

Celebration 

7  Centennial  Lecture  Series:  General  Russel  Honore  I  Gulf 
Park  Campus 

10-12     The  Legacy  of  Athletics:  Women's  Soccer  Centennial 
Celebration 

12-14     The  Legacy  of  Athletics:  Golf  Centennial  Celebration 

16  Centennial  Arts  Gala  I  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center. 

Hattiesburg 

23  Centennial  Oral  History  Roundtable:  College  of  Health 

October 

8  Shell  Finish  Line  Alumni  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament 

Hattiesburg  Country  Club 

Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Induction  Banquet 

Thad  Cochran  Center 

Centennial  Blowout  at  Friday  Night  at  the  Fountain 

9  Homecoming  Parade  I  Downtown  Hattiesburg 

Alumni  Awards  Luncheon  and  Business  Meeting 

Thad  Cochran  Center 

Centennial  History  Book  Signing  Event  I  Ogletree  House 

The  Legacy  of  Athletics:  Football  Centennial  Celebration 

Homecoming  Football  Game  vs.  East  Carolina  I  MM 

Roberts  Stadium 

5th  Quarter  Concert  and  Fireworks  Display 

M.M.  Roberts  Stadium 

14  Centennial  Oral  History  Roundtable:  College  of  Science 

and  Technology 

79  Centennial  Lecture  Series:  Madeleine  Albright  I  Saenger 

Theatre 

21-23     Academic  Conference:  "USM  in  the  Era  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Movement"  I  Thad  Cochran  Center 

November 

5-6        Southern  Miss  Centennial  Singers  Reunion 

The  Pride  Participates  in  Macy's  Thanksgiving  Day 
Parade  |  New  York.  \Y 


25 

TBA 
TBA 


Centennial  Lecture  Series 

Centennial  Oral  History  Roundtable:  Honors  College 
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Mississippi  Normal  College 


1910-1924 


from 


Jhampions  of  Mississippi  Normal  College  began  their 
fight  for  the  creation  of  a  normal  college  in  1877.  Finally, 
in  1906,  the  first  normal  college  bill  was  introduced  but 
died  in  the  hostile  House  Education  Committee. 

After  a  second  normal  college  bill  died  in  1908,  State 
Superintendent  of  Education  J.N.  Powers  turned  to  T.P.  Scott, 
then  head  of  Brookhaven  city  schools  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Mississippi  Teachers  Association  (MTA),  to  organize  a  campaign 
in  support  of  a  third  bill,  House  Bill  204,  which  Rep.  Marshall 
McCullough  intended  to  introduce  in  1910.  The  ensuing  battle 
for  Mississippi  Normal  College  was  described  by  the  Jackson  Daily 
News  as  "one  of  the  greatest  legislative  fights  of  the  decade." 

When  the  time  came  for  the  bill  to  be  introduced  to  the  House, 
Speaker  H.M.  Street  asked  the  Honorable  A.C.  Anderson  of  Ripley, 
an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  measure,  to  take  his  place  while 


(^/(watcA 


he  smoked  his  afternoon  cigar  in  the  cloakroom.  Anderson  had 
no  sooner  taken  the  gavel  than  McCullough  called  up  the  normal 
college  bill.  After  a  number  of  pro  and  con  speeches  and  the 
adoption  of  an  amendment  striking  out  the  word  "state"  and  the 
appropriation  clause  from  the  bill,  the  measure  was  passed  by 
a  vote  of  59  yeas  and  38  nays.  The  Senate  promptly  passed  the 
bill  for  establishment  of  the  college,  and  it  was  signed  by  Gov. 
Edmond  Noel  and  became  law  on  March  30,  1910.  Construction 
of  the  institution's  five  original  buildings  began,  and  classes  began 
on  Sept.  18,  1912. 

Prior  to  1922,  the  school  awarded  certificates,  which  required 
at  least  two  terms  of  attendance,  and  diplomas,  which  required  at 
least  six  terms  of  attendance.  In  1922,  the  school  was  authorized 
to  confer  the  baccalaureate  degree,  the  first  of  which  was  awarded 
in  May  1922  to  Kathryn  Swetman  of  Biloxi. 
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Left:  The  photo  at  left  shows  many  of  the  institution's  earliest  buildings.  From  left  are  College  Hall  (built  in  1912),  Southern 
Hall  |1922),  Forrest  County  Hall  (1912),  Hattiesburg  Hall  (1912),  Mississippi  Hall  (1914)  and  the  Ogletree  House  (1912). 

Above:  The  entrance  to  the  Hattiesburg  Campus'  original  dining  hall  was  accessible  via  a  boardwalk  that 
extended  from  a  streetcar  station  on  Hardy  Street.  The  Hub  occupies  the  location  were  the  dining  hall  once  stood. 

Right:  The  school  was  built  on  120  acres  of  cutover  timberland  donated  by  Messrs.  H.  A.  Camp,  A.  A,  Montague 
and  Dr.  T.  E.  Ross,  and  funded  by  bonds  issued  by  the  City  of  Hattiesburg  and  Forrest  County  in  the  amount  of 
$250,000.  The  holes  on  the  bond  pictured  indicate  payments  made. 

Below:  The  Industrial  Cottage  served  as  an  early  training  laboratory  for  home  management.  The  building  is  now 
the  Honor  House  and  is  presently  occupied  by  the  Honors  College. 
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Above:  The  original  purpose  of  the  institution 
was  teacher  training.  One  way  in  which 
Mississippi  Normal  College  prepared  future 
educators  was  through  "observation  classes" 
like  the  one  pictured  above  that  took  place  in 
College  Hall.  Later  the  Demonstration  School 
was  located  at  what  is  now  the  George  Hurst 
building  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus. 

Left:  Although  the  attire  worn  by  students 
has  changed,  early  dorm  life  provided  an 
experience  somewhat  similar  to  modern 
residence  halls.  In  2010,  the  University  will 
open  four  new  dorms,  to  be  called  Century 
Park,  across  4th  Street  on  the  north  edge  of 
the  Hattiesburg  Campus. 
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MISSISSIPPI  NORMAL  COLL FCP 
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Above:  The  narrow  focus  of  the  institution's  original  charge  did  not 
allow  for  the  specialized  learning  opportunities  available  today,  but  did 
provide  future  educators  with  sufficient  knowledge  required  to  teach  in 
schools  across  Mississippi.  Above,  President  Joe  Cook's  handwritten 
notes  indicate  revisions  to  an  early  course  of  study. 

Today,  students  choose  from  more  than  90  different  academic 
programs  with  opportunities  for  both  undergraduate  and  graduate 
degrees,  including  nationally  recognized  programs  in  polymer  science, 
education  and  the  arts,  just  to  name  a  few. 


Mississippi  normal  College 

March  30, 1910 

Mississippi  Normal  College  was  founded  by  a 

legislative  act  as  the  state's  first  state-supported 

teachers  training  school.  The  school's  five  original 

buildings  were  built  on  120  acres  of  cutover 

timberland  donated  by  Messrs.  H.A.  Camp,  A. A. 

Montague,  and  Dr.  T.E.  Ross. 

1912 

Mississippi  Normal  College  opened  for  classes 

and  was  home  to  a  total  of  227  students  and  17 

faculty  members  during  its  first  term.  This  year  also 

marked  the  establishment  of  the  first  football  team. 

Composed  of  13  men  (two  with  one  arm)  the  team 

played  nearby  high  schools  at  Kamper  Park. 

1914 

The  first  yearbook  for  Mississippi  Normal  College, 

Neka  Camon,  was  published.  The  title  was  a  Native 

American  term  meaning  "The  New  Spirit". 

DECEMBER  21,  1918 

The  first  school  newspaper,  the  Normal  College 

News,  was  published.  With  the  tag  line  "get  there  on 

time  and  stay  to  the  end,"  the  paper  was  published 

every  Saturday  while  school  was  in  session. 

1922 

MNC  was  authorized  to  confer  Baccalaureate 

degrees.  Kathryn  Swetman  was  awarded  the  first 

degree  from  MNC  that  May. 
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Above:  Athletics  has  been  a  part  of  the  institution  since  the  beginning.  In  1912,  the  football  team  played  its  first  games,  going  2-1  and  winning  the  initial  contest,  30-0, 
over  the  Hattiesburg  Boy  Scouts.  One  year  later  the  baseball  team  took  to  the  field  for  the  first  time,  winning  one  game  and  losing  three  in  the  inaugural  season.  The 
1922  team,  pictured  here,  won  11  games  while  losing  only  seven  times  and  tying  once. 


&&    Symphony  Orchestra 


short-lived,  however,  and  the  1920  College  Orchestra  of  Mississippi  Normal  College  is  recognized  as  the  current  Symphony 
Orchestra's  true  predecessor.  Under  the  direction  of  Margaret  Gillard,  the  1920  orchestra  consisted  of  nine  violinists,  one  bassist 
and  single  players  of  the  cornet,  horn  and  trombone.  Today,  the  orchestra  is  truly  an  international  organization  that  includes 
more  than  90  musicians  from  the  United  States  and  15  other  countries.  Over  the  years,  the  orchestra  has  performed  with  Ray 
Charles,  Yo-Yo  Ma,  Placido  Domingo  and  numerous  others. 
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www.campusbookmart.com 


One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 


Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 
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State  Teachers  College 

1924-1940 


of 


spi  Normal  College  had  grown  tremendously 
aghout  the  years  following  her  establishment.  Two 
years  after  conferring  the  first  baccalaureate  degree,  the 
institution  reflected  this  progress  through  the  first  of  three  name 
changes.  On  March  7,  1924,  Mississippi  Normal  College  became  State 
Teachers  College  (STC).  Still  under  the  leadership  of  President  Joseph 
Anderson  Cook,  STC  began  to  pursue  accreditation  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS).  In  1928,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  selected  Claude  Bennett,  Supervisor  of  Rural  Schools,  to 
succeed  Joe  Cook  as  State  Teachers  Colleges  second  president. 

Shortly  after  his  installation,  President  Bennett  celebrated  the 
colleges  approval  for  membership  in  SACS  in  1929.  State  Teachers 
College  was  strengthening  despite  a  depressing  economy;  as  a 
result  of  The  Great  Depression,  in  1932  the  state  of  Mississippi 
was  unable  to  pay  faculty  salaries.  Determined  to  keep  class 
in  session,  Hattiesburg  banks  arranged  signature  loans  for 


hard-pressed  faculty  members,  and  local  grocery  stores  extended 
credit  to  those  with  good  payment  records. 

In  spite  of  difficult  economic  times,  State  Teachers 
College  welcomed  the  addition  of  athletic  fields,  the  beautiful 
administration  building  (currently  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building),  a  new  performance  auditorium  (Bennett 
Auditorium),  new  dining  hall  (currently  The  Hub),  and  a  building 
to  house  home  science  classes. 

After  five  productive  years  in  office,  President  Bennett  stepped 
down  from  leading  State  Teachers  College.  In  1933,  the  College 
welcomed  Dr.  Jennings  Burton  George  as  its  third  president, 
the  first  to  hold  a  Ph.D.  George's  conservative  fiscal  policies 
resulted  in  a  balanced  budget  without  hindering  the  growth  of 
the  college.  Under  Dr.  George's  leadership,  State  Teachers  College 
implemented  a  new  guidance  system  and  welcomed  Greek  Life  to 
campus.  By  1940,  no  faculty  had  less  than  a  master's  degree. 
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Above:  State  Teachers  College  celebrated  the  25th 
anniversary  of  the  institution's  opening  to  students  in 
1937.  The  Hattiesburg  and  campus  communities  enjoyed 
speeches,  garden  parties,  alumni  reunions,  and  a  huge 
parade  throughout  downtown  Hattiesburg  in  which  Helen 
Wright  of  Raymond  was  elected  Jubilee  Queen.  The  Silver 
Jubilee  edition  of  the  Student  Printz  noted,  "The  purpose 
of  these  Jubilee  programs  is  to  rally  all  the  citizens  of 
Mississippi  in  honor  of  the  anniversary  of  an  outstanding 
event  in  the  history  of  public  education  in  Mississippi." 

Right:  The  first  signs  of  Greek  Life  appeared  at  STC  in 
1934  when  several  male  students  organized  to  "bring 
about  fellowship  among  the  fellowmen  of  State  Teachers 
College."  The  club  went  on  to  become  Kappa  Alpha  Tau, 
the  college's  first  social  fraternity.  Alpha  Sigma  Alpha, 
pictured  here,  followed  shortly  after  as  one  of  the  school's 
first  national  sororities  along  with  Sigma  Theta  Kappa,  Mu 
Omega  and  Gamma  Delta  Tau. 
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Left:  Student  organization  and  activities  flourished 
throughout  the  1920s.  In  1926,  STC  boasted  a 
24-piece  college  band  that  traveled  with  the  "Know 
Mississippi  Better"  train  on  an  extensive  tour  of  the 
eastern  United  States  and  Canada.  Music  programs 
continued  to  grow  as  in  1930  Frank  Marsh  estab- 
lished the  A  Capella  Choir,  taking  them  into  schools 
and  churches  throughout  the  state  to  generate  good 
will  for  the  college  and  demonstrate  the  quality  of  its 
music  program. 

Below:  Although  PresidentJ.B.  George  enforced  a 
strict  behavior  code,  students'  social  life  grew  at  STC. 
The  old  laundry  building  was  converted  into  a  social 
center  complete  with  a  lounge  on  the  top  floor  and 
a  barbershop  in  the  basement.  The  spirit  store  sold 
school  supplies  and  offered  telephones,  radios,  elec- 
tric fans  and  a  gas  heater  for  students  to  enjoy.  Later, 
the  social  center  added  pool  tables,  a  nickelodeon, 
and  a  sandwich  shop  named  "Wimpy  s"  after  the 
Popeye  cartoon  character. 
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Right:  Reed  Green  and  Thad 
"Pie"  Vann  were  among  the 
early  legends  of  Southern  Miss 
athletics.  Green  first  caught 
STC  fans'  attention  in  1932  as 
a  Yellow  Jacket  running  back 
when  he  raced  across  the  newly 
dedicated  Faulkner  Field  for  an 
81-yard,  fourth-quarter  touch- 
down to  seal  the  Thanksgiving 
Day  victory  against  Union 
University.  Green,  who  would 
later  serve  as  head  coach  and 
athletic  director,  hired  a  young 
Meridian  High  School  footba 
coach,  Vann,  as  his  assistant. 
Vann  would  eventually  lead  the 
football  team  to  two  College 
Division  national  championships 
as  head  coach. 
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State  Teachers  College 


The  year  1930  was  critical  for  construction  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus,  as  The  Hub,  pictured  above, 
Bennett  Auditorium  and  the  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas 
Administration  Building  were  completed. 


1927 

The  name  of  the  school  newspaper  was  changed 
to  The  Student  Printz. 


1928 

Claude  Bennett  assumed  the  presidency. 


1929 

State  Teachers  College  was  approved  for 

membership  in  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges 

and  Secondary  Schools. 

1933 

Dr.  Jennings  Burton  George  became  president. 

1934 

Lake  Byron  was  created,  and  the  Power  Plant  was 

built.  The  plant  is  the  current  home  to  the 

Powerhouse  Restaurant. 

1939 

East  Stadium  was  constructed  with  federal  public 
works  funds  and  college  revenue  bonds. 
^^^^U    J    U     j    U    U  U      Li 
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Above:  The  Sunken  Garden  was  a 
decorative  garden  built  on  the  site  currently 
occupied  by  McLemore  Hall.  Begun  in 
1929  as  a  class  project,  the  garden  was 
completed  in  1932.  Lake  Byron  is  located 
just  south  of  the  garden,  and  both  areas 
were  part  of  a  campus  beautification  effort 
begun  by  President  Claude  Bennett. 

Left:  A  project  of  the  Class  of  1934  resulted 
in  the  construction  of  Lake  Byron,  now  a 
campus  landmark.  Named  for  Byron  Green, 
president  of  the  Forrest  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  who  helped  secure  enough 
federal  relief  funds  to  finance  the  work,  the 
small  picturesque  pond  is  in  the  shape  of  a 
t-bone  steak  with  an  island  in  the  center.  An 
STC  advanced  industrial  arts  class  added 
the  scenic  arching  bridge,  and  the  area 
remains  a  favorite  spot  on  campus  for  both 
students  and  visitors. 
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Above:  The  women  of  State  Teachers  College  pose  in  their  basketball  apparel  in  1930,  the  year  in  which  STC  joined  the  Southern  Intercollegiate  Athletic  Association. 
Despite  this  advancement  and  the  addition  of  Faulkner  football  field,  STC  athletics  struggled  for  support.  Several  Hattiesburg  civic  leaders  organized  the  "500"  Club  to 
promote  STC  athletics,  and  while  the  football  program  benefited,  other  sports  continued  to  lack  sufficient  funding. 


fe^    The  Rock 


M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  history  dates  back  to  October  29,  1932.  On  that  date,  State  Teachers  College  defeated  Spring  Hill 
College,  12-0,  as  some  4,000  fans  looked  on  from  wooden  bleachers.  Nicknamed  'The  Rock"  by  football  players  who  helped 
with  early  construction,  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  stadium  were  completed  in  1939  and  1953,  respectively,  while  upper  decks 
were  added  in  1974  and  1975.  An  expansion  of  the  stadium  added  seats  and  luxury  boxes  to  the  south  end  zone  in  2008. 
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lr  exclusively  a  teachers'  college,  the  institution 
began  to  operate  under  the  name  Mississippi  Southern 
College  in  1940  and  for  the  next  22  years  presidents  J.B. 
George,  Dr.  Robert  Cook  and  Dr.  William  McCain  oversaw  not 
only  a  tremendous  expansion  in  academic  and  social  offerings,  but 
campus  construction  as  well. 

President  Cook,  who  replaced  George  in  1945,  placed 
academic  development  at  the  top  of  his  agenda.  During  his  tenure, 
the  Graduate  Studies  division  was  created,  and  the  Reading  Clinic, 
the  Latin  American  Institute,  and  the  Speech  and  Hearing  Clinic 
were  established.  Sorority  and  fraternity  presence  on  campus  was 
increased,  the  band  program  was  expanded,  the  "Dixie  Darlings" 
precision  dance  team  was  formed,  and  enrollment  soared  to  more 
than  2,000  following  a  dip  to  300  during  World  War  II. 


After  Cook  left  the  position  voluntarily,  and  Richard 
McLemore  served  as  acting  president  for  six  months,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  selected  State  Archivist  Dr.  William  David  McCain  as  the 
school's  fifth  president. 

McCain  assumed  the  office  August  18,  1955,  promising  to 
keep  the  campus  "dusty  or  muddy  with  construction."  At  least  17 
new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  McCain  administration, 
including  Reed  Green  Coliseum.  Dr.  McCain's  driving  ambition, 
however,  was  to  achieve  university  status  for  Mississippi  Southern 
College,  a  drive  that  was  sponsored  by  the  Alumni  Association. 
To  that  end,  he  reorganized  the  academic  programs  into  colleges 
and  schools,  and  on  February  27,  1962,  Gov.  Ross  Barnett  signed 
the  bill  that  made  Mississippi  Southern  College  a  university:  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
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Above:  The  U.S  War  Department  established  an  army 
administration  school  on  campus  to  train  staff  for  World 
War  II  military  camps  that  brought  1,000  male  students 
to  campus.  WWII  impacted  campus  life  in  a  number  of 
ways,  including  a  drastic  drop  in  enrollment  and  increased 
opportunities  for  female  students.  Upon  on  the  war's 
conclusion,  college  officials  raced  to  build  facilities  to 
accommodate  returning  soldiers  who  wished  to  resume 
their  academic  educations.  In  a  few  short  years,  McMillin, 
McCleskey  and  West  Stadium  dormitories  were  all  built. 


Above:  The  Joe  Cook  Memorial  Library,  pictured  here,  was  built  in  1940  and  named  in  he. 
the  institution's  first  president.  In  1960,  the  library  moved  to  its  current  location,  and  in 
library,  which  had  been  repurposed  for  student  services  was  named  in  honor  of  C 
an  African-American  who  was  denied  enrollment  into  Mississippi  Southern  College  in  the  late 
1950s  and  Dr.  Walter  Washington,  the  first  African-American  to  receive  a  doctoral  degree  f  c 
Mississippi  institution.  Dr.  Washington  earned  his  Ph.D.  from  Southern  Miss  in  1° 


Left:  The  seal  of  the  institution,  then  called  Mississippi  Southern  College. 
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"MY  SOUTHERN  MISS" 

For  58  years  I  have  had  a  relationship  with  Southern  Miss,  either  as  a  student, 
an  alumnus,  or  an  employee.  This  relationship  has  nurtured  me,  challenged  me,  and 
provided  fulfillment  far  more  than  1  can  describe,  so  Southern  Miss  has  truly  been  and 
is  my  alma  mater — "my  collegiate  mother."  Among  the  joys  of  this  relationship  has  been 
the  opportunity  to  get  to  know  so  many  others  who  have  been  and  are  privileged  to  relate 
to  Southern  Miss  as  I  do.  It  has  been  heartwarming  to  see  the  transforming  power  of  this 
university  in  the  lives  of  its  students,  faculty,  and  staff. 

The  future  of  our  alma  mater  will  be  one  of  continuing  progress  and  service.  We 
are  fortunate  to  have  a  President  who  truly  loves  Southern  Miss  and  whose  inherent 
optimism,  enthusiasm,  and  clear  thinking  will  lead  us  through  our  present  economic 
setback  to  a  more  prosperous  future. 

There  are  many  ways  we  can  support  Southern  Miss.  One  is  to  live  so  that  our  alma 
mater  benefits  from  having  alumni  who  are  respected  in  their  communities.  Another  is  to 
show  our  pride  in  Southern  Miss  by  wearing  the  colors,  by  recommending  our  University 
to  prospective  students,  by  displaying  USM  tags  on  our  Mississippi  automobiles,  and 
by  attending  University  events.  The  third  suggestion  is  to  support  our  University  with 
Alumni  Association  dues  and  gifts  to  the  USM  Foundation. 

Our  first  century  has  prepared  the  way  for  our  next  100  years,  which  will  bring 
wonderful  change  far  greater  than  we  can  now  imagine. 

Southern  Miss,  to  the  top!! 


Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
President  Emeritus  and 
Professor  of  Higher  Education 
1957  -  Present 


Left:  Since  1927]  the  name  of  the  campus 
newspaper  has  been  known  as  The  Student 
Printz.  By  the  1950s,  students  had  begun  to 
depend  on  the  medium  as  an  authoritative 
source  for  campus  news. 

Right:  Students  revel  in  a  1953  victory  over 
an  Alabama  team  that  was  led  by  future  NFL 
Hall  of  Famer  Bart  Starr.  The  Southerners, 
behind  the  running  of  Hugh  Pepper  and 
Bucky  McElroy,  defeated  the  Tide,  25-19. 
The  1950s  saw  several  significant  accom- 
plishments on  the  football  field  for  Mississippi 
Southern,  including  a  College  Division 
National  Championship  in  1958. 
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Above:  SWMS,  the  campus'  10-watt  radio  station,  went  on  the  air  in  1951.  From 
its  studio  on  the  third  floor  of  College  Hall,  students  gained  on-air  experience 
as  part  of  the  four-year  radio  course  in  the  speech  department.  Following  a  stint 
as  WMSU,  the  station's  call  letters  were  changed  to  WUSM  in  1989,  reflecting 
the  institution's  name  change  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1962. 
WUSM  continues  to  air  in  the  Hattiesburg  area  and  online  today. 
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1942 

The  U.S  War  Department  established  an  army 

administration  school  on  campus  to  train  staff  for 

World  War  II  military  camps,  bringing  1,000  male 

students  to  campus. 
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1948 

MSC  joined  Spring  Hill  College  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  an 

seven  Louisiana  institutions  to  form  the  Gulf  States 

athletic  conference. 

1952  '\ 

MSC  joined  NCAA. 

1953 

The  Dixie  Darlings  precision  dance  team  was 

formed  by  band  director  Dr.  Raymond  Mannoni. 

The  team  was  originally  named  the  Southern  Belles. 

j  1953 

WMS,  the  10-watt  Campus  Radio 
Station  was  established. 

1958 

MSC  posted  its  first  perfect  football  season. 
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Left:  Freshmen  hazing  was  often  a  public  spectacle  during  the  years  the 
institution  was  known  as  Mississippi  Southern  College.  Students  wore 
beanies,  had  "F"  painted  on  their  foreheads,  while  men's  heads  were 
shaved.  Organized  by  the  Yellowjackets,  Mississippi  Southern  College 
orientation  in  the  1950s  included  a  bit  of  fun-filled  hazing.  Today,  the 
institution  has  a  policy  that  follows  all  state  and  federal   guidelines 
prohibiting  hazing. 

Below:  The  World-Famous  Dixie  Darlings  were  created  in  the  early 
1950's  under  Southern  Miss'  fourth  president,  Dr.  Robert  Cecil  Cook.  In 
1954,  band  director  Dr.  Raymond  Mannoni  wanted  to  start  a  drill  team 
of  young  women  to  perform  with  the  Southern  Miss  band.  He  wanted  a 
group  patterned  after  the  Kilgore  [Texas  Community  College]  Rangerettes, 
which  Mannoni  had  seen  perform  at  the  Senior  Bowl  game  in  Mobile. 
For  more  than  50  years,  the  Dixie  Darlings  have  represented  the  spirit  and 
tradition  of  Southern  Miss. 
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"Grateful  and  Supportive" 

My  association  with  and  love  for  this  world-class  university  began  in  1955  when  I 
entered  Mississippi  Southern  College,  and  has  been  an  integral  part  of  my  life  almost 
every  day  since.  1  am  a  B.S.  and  M.S.  graduate  of  Mississippi  Southern  College  and  joined 
the  chemistry  faculty  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  August  1964.  My  career 
was  made  possible  by  a  number  of  Southern  Mississippi  notables  such  as  Drs.  Charles 
Lane,  Scott  Long,  Charles  W.  Moorman,  William  D.  McCain  and  Aubrey  K.  Lucas. 

Dr.  Calvin  Buehler,  professor  of  chemistry  at  the  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville, 
and  my  mentor,  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  earn  a  Ph.D.  in  chemistry  at  U.T.  Each  of 
these  individuals  played  major,  decisive  roles  in  the  unfolding  of  the  Thames  family's 
life  at  Southern  Miss.  Dr.  Charles  Lane  showed  interest  in  me  as  a  chemistry  major  and 
encouraged  me  to  continue  my  education,  Dr.  Scott  Long  introduced  me  to  the  world  of 
"Green  Chemistry"  and  Tung  oil,  Dr.  Moorman  believed  in  me  and  my  ideas  for  polymer 
science  and  engineering  and  encouraged  Dr.  McCain's  support  which  he  readily  gave. 
Dr.  Lucas,  a  longtime  friend  and  colleague,  provided  opportunities  to  be  part  of  his 
administrative  staff.  A  cadre  of  helpful  and  supportive  Southern  Miss  faculty  and  staff 
colleagues  accompanied  these  fine  administrators  and  friends.  Without  whose  exemplar}- 
and  unwavering  support  my  career  would  have  been  much  different. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  that  my  family  has  elected  to  begin  their  higher  education 
at  Southern  Miss.  These  include  Shirley's  and  my  children,  Scott,  Dana  and  Clay,  as 
well  as  my  grandchildren  Brittany,  Scott  Jr.,  and  soon-to-be  graduate,  William  Thames. 
Clay  II,  now  10,  is  a  future  Southern  Miss  candidate.  Southern  Miss  has  provided  untold 
opportunities  for  my  family,  and  for  that  I  will  forever  be  grateful  and  supportive. 

Dr.  Shelby  Freland  Thames 

Former  University  President  and 

Distinguished  Research  Professor  of  Polymer  Science 

1964  -  Present 


j. 

mississippi  o 

SOUTHf  Ml  COlLfGC 

INTERCOLLEGIATE  ATHLETICS 
HATTIESBURG,  MISSISSIPPI 


Left:  This  matchbook  announced  the  1949 
football  schedule  on  the  reverse  side.  The  yeai 
Coach  Thad  "Pie"  Venn's  first  as  head  cc.~ 
Southerners  went  7-3  and  were  undefeated  in  3i  f 
South  Conference  play.  In  facl 
gram  reached  several  milesv   -;.  940s 

and  50s.  In  1941,  Mississippi  Soul 
posted  its  first  undefeated  footbc    s«  \ 
MSC  joined  Spring  Hil!  Co  ege  ol 

and  seven  Louisiana  ins"'.' ;  is  tc  fa  e  Gulf 

States  Athletic  Cerv  5  52         Z  joined 

the  NCAA,  and  in  1958,  the  Southerners  posted 
their  first  perfect  season. 
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"IT  WILL  LOVE  YOU  RIGHT  BACK" 

In  1956,  Dr.  William  D.  McCain,  president  of  Mississippi  Southern  College,  made  a 
wonderful  speech  to  my  graduating  class  at  Copiah  Lincoln  Community  College.  I  thought 
at  the  time,  "Wow,  if  Mississippi  Southern  in  Hattiesburg  is  as  great  as  he  says  it  is,  1  think 
I  will  transfer  there."  Also,  some  of  my  friends  from  Co-Lin  were  headed  to  Southern,  as  it 
was  known.  So  there  I  went,  and  there  I  stayed. 

Southern  was  everything  Dr.  McCain  said  it  was  and  more.  Southern  was  to  me  like 
Minnie  Pearl  said  about  the  Grand  Ole  Opry,  "You  love  it,  and  it  will  love  you  right  back." 

Southern  was  friends,  professional  colleagues  and  family.  Generally,  most  people 
knew  each  other,  and,  to  a  large  extent,  their  families  and  children.  I  grew  up,  both 
personally  and  professionally,  with  the  campus,  and  it  was  a  wonderful  experience  and 
a  great  education. 

I  feel  I  am  a  living  example  that  God  will  give  us  the  desires  of  our  heart:  great  wife 
and  family,  great  life  and  great  profession.  1  really  had  two  professions  at  USM:  director  of 
Student  Union  and  Student  Activities  for  15  years  and  director  of  Public  Relations  for  30 
years.  I  worked  for  and  with  many  outstanding  people  and  had  many,  many  marvelous 
experiences. 

Happy  100lh,  old  friend. .  .Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


William  E.  "Bud"  Kirkpatrick 

Director  of  University  Union,  Student  Activities  and 

Director  of  Public  Relations 

1958  -  2002 


Above:  The  Homecoming  parade's  traditional  route  wove  through  downtown 
Hattiesburg.  Student  organizations  made  large-scale  floats  as  part  of  a  competi- 
tion. The  tradition  of  the  Homecoming  parade  continues  today,  with  this  year's 
celebration  to  roll  on  Oct.  9  prior  to  the  football  game  versus  East  Carolina. 

Right:  This  postcard  features  three  Mississippi  Southern  College  landmarks,  the 
Joe  Cook  Memorial  Library  (now  Kennard-Washington  Hall),  the  Sunken  Garden 
(now  the  location  of  McLemore  Hall),  and  Bennett  Auditorium. 
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Centennial  History 


RESERVE  YOUR  ADVANCE  COPY  NOW 


WRITTEN  BY  SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNUS  DR.  CHESTER  "BO"  MORGAN 
and  published  by  the  University  Press  of  Mississippi,  this  book  will  provide  readers  with  an 
in-depth  look  at  the  unique  heritage  of  Southern  Miss.  Never-before-seen  photographs  and  vivid 
prose  will  make  this  book  the  perfect  keepsake  from  our  University's  Centennial  celebration. 
Books  are  available  for  pre-order  and  will  be  shipped  this  fall. 
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YEARS 

ESSE 


$50  hardcover 

plus  shipping  and  handling 

Reserve  your  advance  copy  NOW  ! 


www.shopsouthernmiss.com 


At     or  601.266.4386 
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Yt^OF  ONLY  25 

American  universities 

ACCREDITED  IN  ALL  FOUR  ARTS   DISCIPLINES: 
THEATRE,  DANCE,  ART  AND  MUSIC. 
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Joe/  Io5ta  Alarcon,  Sophomore,  Music  Performance 

creative  |  B  O  L  D  |  determined 

WWW.USM.EDU 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 

SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 


aa/eoe/adai 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHED 

1962-PRESENT 


reatw^.  iSOe/d.  QDetev 


muiea 


/. 


''reative.  Bold.  Determined.  As  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  celebrates  a  century  of  service  to  the  state, 
region,  nation  and  world,  it  holds  true  to  these  principles 
in  pursuing  its  mission  of  cultivating  intellectual  development  and 
creativity  through  the  generation,  dissemination,  application  and 
preservation  of  knowledge. 

The  inspired  dreams  of  its  founders  laid  the  foundation  for 
educating  generations  of  Mississippians  and  have  propelled  the 
institution  into  its  second  century  as  a  premier  research  university 
of  the  Gulf  South.  Today,  Southern  Miss  provides  educational 
opportunities  on  campuses  in  Hattiesburg  and  Long  Beach  and 
at  teaching  and  research  sites  along  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 


It  offers  more  than  90  undergraduate  and  more  than  90  graduate 
degree  programs,  and  students  can  participate  in  more  than  250 
campus  organizations 

Southern  Miss  has  five  degree-granting  colleges — the  College 
of  Education  and  Psychology,  the  College  of  Business,  the  College 
of  Health,  the  College  of  Science  and  Technology — along  with  its 
prestigious  Honors  College.  It  is  one  of  only  2^  universities  in  the 
United  States  nationally  accredited  in  all  four  arts  disciplines,  which 
include  theater,  dance,  art  and  music,  and  us  athletic  teams  continue 
to  produce  memorable  moments  on  the  fields  and  courts.  Without 
question,  as  the  institution  enters  its  second  century,  us  students, 
alumni,  faculty  and  stall  are  poised  to  take  Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 
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KENNARD  WASHINGTON   HALL 


e:  In  February  1993,  Southern  Miss  held 
"A  Celebration  of  Diversity,"  during  which 
time  the  contributions  of  African-American 
faculty,  staff  and  students  were  honored.  At 
that  time,  the  Student  Services  Building  was 
renamed  Kennard-Washington  Hall,  in  honor 
of  Dr.  Walter  Washington,  then  president  of 
Alcorn  State  University,  and  Clyde  Kennard,  an 
African-American  who  was  denied  admission  to 
Mississippi  Southern  College  during  the  1950s. 

it:  Members  of  the  Hattiesburg  Area  Rose 
Society  joined  Dr.  William  D.  McCain  and 
other  University  officials  for  the  dedication  of  the 
All-American  Rose  Garden,  which  was  planted 
in  1973.  In  1975,  All-American  Rose  Selections 
Inc.  approved  the  garden  as  an  accredited 
Public  Rose  Garden,  and  it  was  featured  in  the 
September  1992  issue  of  American  Rose  maga- 
zine. The  lush,  brightly  colored  flowers  have 
enticed  countless  Southern  Miss  students  to  pick 
the  blossoms,  despite  concerns  that  the  University 
fines  those  caught  picking  flowers. 
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"Thanks  for  the  Memories!" 

I  am  sincerely  thankful  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  community  for 
allowing  a  young  instructor  to  evolve  into  an  educated  professor.  The  support  of  the 
administration,  colleagues,  the  School  of  Music  administrators,  and  students  I  taught  were 
influential  in  my  life. 

I  especially  thank  the  students  who  made  me  a  better  teacher.  They  allowed  me  to 
impart  knowledge  and  skills  that  would  be  of  importance  to  their  careers,  and,  because  of 
their  individual  difference,  taught  me  to  be  flexible  in  meeting  their  needs — a  lesson  that 
carried  over  to  my  personal  life. 

Because  I  taught  music,  I  had  opportunities  to  teach  both  music  and  non-music 
majors.  Teaching  such  an  array  of  students  with  differing  needs,  I  was  challenged  to 
communicate  academic  knowledge  and  skills  in  an  understandable  and  practical  manner, 
and  to  give  them  useful  analogies  applicable  to  their  futures.  It  soon  made  me  realize  that 
they  learned  better  by  actively  developing  their  skills  of  perception,  analysis,  evaluation, 
and  decision-making.  This  allowed  me  to  give  students  more  responsibilities  for  their 
own  learning  experiences.  Both  students  and  I  found  out  that  subject  content  meant  more 
when  they  could  apply  the  knowledge  in  ways  they  understood. 

There  are  many  memorable  events  and  stories  that  could  be  told;  however,  all  lead  to 
the  same  conclusion:  I  am  a  better-educated  person  because  of  the  opportunity  of  teaching 
in  a  nurturing  environment  that  is  USM.  Thanks  for  the  memories! 


Dr.  Sherman  Hong 
Professor  Emeritus  of  Music 
1966-2006 


The  UnKersirs  >  -ercu  v- 
Studies  Program  was  esto  ^_c 

when  the  Department  of  C 
sent  26  students  to  England  fc   sh.  d 
of  British  criminal  law  and  procedures. 
Pictured  here,  noted  English  scholar 
Geoffrey  Ashe  lectures  siuae  ' 
castle  ruins. 

students  travel  to  locations  or  s  x  continents 
to  further  their  education. 
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university  of 
Southern  Mississippi 

August  14, 1962 

The  first  Ph.D.  was  awarded  to  Eugene  Keebler. 

September  1965 

As  Civil  Rights  movements  and  integration  were 

sweeping  college  campus  throughout  the  nation, 

the  first  African-American  students,  Raylawni  Young 

Branch  and  Gwendolyn  Elaine  Armstrong,  were 

admitted  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

1972 

"Golden  Eagles"  adopted  as  nickname 
for  athletic  teams. 

1  1972 

The  Gulf  Park  Campus  was  established 
at  Long  Beach. 

1982 

The  nationally  ranked  Polymer  Science 
Institute  was  created. 

MARCH  26,  1987 

USM  men's  basketball  team  won  the  National 

Invitational  Tournament  in  Madison  Square  Garden, 

bringing  the  first  basketball  championship  to  the 

state  of  Mississippi. 

1990 

Football  star  Brett  Favre  ends  his  career  as 
quarterback  for  the  Southern  Miss  Golden  Eagles. 

APRIL  1995 

After  13  years  in  the  Metro  Conference,  Southern 
Miss  became  a  charter  member  of  Conference  USA. 

JULY  1995 

Miss  Oseola  McCarty  donated  $150,000  to  USM.  She 

was  awarded  USM's  first  honorary  degree  in  1998 

and  died  one  year  later  on  September  26,  1999. 


i 


w:  Sister  Elizabeth  Harkins  was  the  leading  advocate  for  the  creation  of  a 
nursing  program  at  the  University.  The  program  was  established  in  1967^  with 
Harkins  serving  as  the  school's  first  dean.  Today,  the  school  has  approximately 
450  students  who  study  at  locations  in  Hattiesburg,  Long  Beach  and  Meridian. 
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2:  Pictured  is  a  postcard  featuring  the  original  Gulf  Park  College,  a  two- 
year  institution  that  operated  from  1921  to  1971  in  Long  Beach.  In  1972,  the 
University  moved  its  Harrison  County  Resident  Center  Program  from  the  Jefferson 
Davis  Campus  of  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College  to  Gulf  Park.  In 
1992,  the  state's  IHL  Board  established  Gulf  Park  as  a  regional  campus  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

:  The  University's  renowned  polymer  science  program  evolved  from  the 
Pan  American  Tung  Research  and  Development  League  laboratory,  pictured 
here,  which  moved  to  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  in  1963.  In  1982,  the  Polymer 
Science  Institute  was  authorized.  Four  years  later,  the  University  received  a  $10 
million  grant  to  construct  a  two-story  polymer  science  research  facility. 


UNIVERSITY  OF 
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1998 

The  University  is  classified  as  a  dual-campus  system, 

offering  four-year  programs  at  Southern  Miss  Gulf 

Park  and  Keesler  Air  Force  Base  Center. 

1999 

The  Lady  Eagles  Softball  team  won  the  Conference 

USA  championship  and  the  South  Regional 

championship,  before  advancing  to  the  College 

Women's  World  Series  for  the  first  time. 

2000 

Southern  Miss  graduated  its  100,000th  student,  and 

the  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of 

Teaching  classified  Southern  Miss  as  a  Doctoral/ 

Research  Extensive  Institution,  placing  it  among  the 

top  150  institutions  in  the  nation. 

2002 


The  Gulf  Park  Campus  welcomed  its  first  entering 
freshman  as  a  four-year  institution. 

2005 

Hurricane  Katrina  hit  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  All 
of  the  USM  Gulf  Coast  sites  sustained  substantial 

damage,  forcing  classes  on  the  coast  to  be 

cancelled  for  almost  six  weeks.  With  more  than 

120  faculty  and  staff  displaced  after  the  storm  and 

campuses  destroyed,  Southern  Miss  came  together 

to  rebuild  and  rebound  for  the  betterment  of  the 

coastal  communities. 

2009 

The  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  advanced  to  the 
College  World  Series  for  the  first  time. 
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"THE  FINEST  HOUR" 

In  the  fall  of  1970,  Southern  Miss  was  a  very  tranquil  environment  focused  on  teacher 
education.  Under  the  quarter  system,  classes  met  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday. 
On  Wednesdays  the  campus  was  deserted.  Over  the  next  three  decades,  Southern  Miss  did 
something  no  one  gave  it  permission  to  do:  become  a  comprehensive  research  university 
with  programs  and  faculty  that  are  indisputably  world  class.  In  2006,  the  Southern  Miss 
research  enterprise  exceeded  $100  million  in  grants  and  contracts  for  the  first  time. 

Southern  Miss's  finest  hour  came  in  2005  in  its  response  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  One 
campus  and  another  teaching  site  were  totally  destroyed.  More  than  150  employees  on 
the  Gulf  Coast  lost  homes.  The  vice  presidents  and  the  president  updated  our  tetanus 
shots  and  went  by  police  escort  to  meet  with  Gulf  Coast  employees  at  the  Long  Beach  high 
school  stadium.  The  president  climbed  into  the  back  of  a  pickup  truck  and  assured  the 
assembled  employees  that  despite  the  fact  that  we  had  lost  two  campus  sites  and  many 
of  them  had  lost  homes  all  of  then  still  had  a  job  at  Southern  Miss.  Contrast  this  with  a 
well-known  Louisiana  institution,  which  evacuated  its  executive  team  to  a  four-star  hotel 
in  Dallas  and  terminated  hundreds  of  employees.  Within  weeks  our  Gulf  Coast  classes 
resumed  at  a  rapidly  renovated  alternative  site.  A  confluence  of  the  right  people,  novel 
processes,  and  focused  procedures  made  such  a  recovery  possible.  The  Southern  Miss 
response  to  Hurricane  Katrina  and  to  its  employees  will  always  be  its  finest  hour. 


Dr.  Cecil  Burge 

Vice  President  for  Research  and  Economic  Development  and 

Professor  of  Computer  Science/Statistics 

1970  -  2010 


The  Pride  of  Mississippi  has  performed 
before  presidents,  governors,  and  even  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  Ireland  twice  (1993 
and  1997),  having  toured  throughout  the 
United  States  and  to  England  and  Ireland. 
In  2006,  though,  they  delighted  the  crowd 
at  Lambeau  Field  as  the  Green  Bay  Packers 
and  a  certain  Southern  Miss  alumnus  took 
on  the  St.  Louis  Rams.  In  2010,  the  Pride  will 
perform  as  part  of  the  Macy's  Thanksgiving 
Day  Parade. 
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Left:  Oseob  McCarty  became  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
most  famous  benefactor  in  1995  when  she  donated  $  150,000 
institution.  The  humble  washerwoman  gained  national  attention,  as  she 
carried  the  Olympic  torch,  received  honorary  doctorates  from  Southern 
Miss  and  Harvard,  and  was  granted  a  Presidential  Citizens  Medal  by 
President  Clinton,  among  other  awards  and  honors.  McCarty  passed 
away  Sept.  26,  1999,  after  a  bout  with  cancer,  but  her  gift  continues 
to  benefit  students  at  Southern  Miss. 

Below:  Construction  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  continued  in  recent 
years  as  numerous  projects  were  completed,  including  The  Village,  the 
restoration  and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House,  the  Thad  Cochran 
Center  and  the  Trent  Lott  Center,  pictured  below.  The  Lott  Center 
houses  the  University's  Foundation  offices,  the  Department  of  Economic 
Development,  the  National  Center  for  Spectator  Sports  Safety  and 
Security  and  the  Center  for  Logistics,  Trade  and  Transportation. 
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The  best-known  athlete  to  ever  wear  the  black  and  gold,  Brett 
Favre,  completed  a  stellar  college  career  in  1990.  Favre,  who  went  on  to  win  three 
NFL  Most  Valuable  Player  awards,  led  Southern  Miss  to  some  of  the  biggest  wins 
in  school  history,  including  a  1989  victory  over  No.  6  Florida  State.  Favre  and  a 
number  of  other  Golden  Eagle  football  legends  are  immortalized  on  Eagle  Walk 
under  the  East  side  upper  deck  seats  of  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium. 


Above:  The  1987  National  Invitational 
Tournament  remains  the  crowning  achievement 
in  Southern  Miss  men's  basketball  history.  The 
championship,  being  celebrated  above  by 
Darren  Chancellor,  spurred  the  most  successfu 
era  of  Golden  Eagle  basketball,  an  era  that 
included  NCAA  Tournament  appearances  in 
1990  and  1991. 

Below:  The  2009  Golden  Eagle  baseball  feanr 
became  the  first  in  school  history  to  advance  to 
the  College  World  Series.  To  gain  the  berth, 
the  team  won  the  Atlanta  Regional,  defeating 
host  Georgia  Tech  in  the  championship  game, 
as  well  as  the  Gainesville  Super  Regional, 
defeating  No.  8  Florida  in  two  straight  games. 
The  program's  current  eight-straight  regional 
appearances  ranks  among  the  top  10  longest 
streaks  in  the  country. 
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e:  Gov.  Ross  Barnett,  flanked  by  the  institution's  president 
William  McCain  and  Lt.  Gov.  Paul  Johnson  Jr.,  signs  legislation 
making  Mississippi  Southern  College  a  university.  Also  present 
were,  standing  from  left,  Alumni  Association  President  Ralph 
McDaniels,  Rep.  Stone  Barefield,  MSC  Foundation  President 
Moran  Pope,  Sen.  Frank  Barber,  Alumni  Legislative  Committee 
Chairman  J.  K.  Tharpe  and  Alumni  Secretary  Powell  Ogletree. 

While  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  had  already 
operated  for  more  than  40  years,  the  Mississippi  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  placed  it  under  the 
administrative  oversight  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
in  1988.  This  unique  institution  integrates  scientific  discovery  with 
graduate,  undergraduate  and  public  education  as  well  as  with 
rapid  and  effective  response  to  questions  of  public  concern.  Today, 
GRCL  researchers  are  playing  an  important  role  in  the  study  of  the 
effects  of  the  Gulf  oil  spill. 
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"I  WANTED  TO  GO  'BIG  TIME'" 

Forty-four  years  ago,  I  felt  that  USM  had  potential.  It  wanted  to  go  "big  time."  So  did  1: 
so  I  joined  the  faculty. 

Good  teaching  has  always  been  encouraged  at  USM,  and  I  have  taught  everything  from 
general  chemistry  to  doctoral-level  classes  and  research.  Mostly,  though,  I  taught  courses 
in  inorganic  chemistry.  In  later  years,  I  taught  Honors  General  Chemistry.  I  also  chaired 
my  department  for  10  years. 

The  University  has  honored  me  with  two  Faculty  Research  awards,  and  my  group's 
research  generated  approximately  $3.5  million  in  off-campus  funding  as  well  as  75 
publications  in  international  journals  such  as  Fuel  and  Energy  &  Fuels.  With  USM's  support. 
I  have  been  able  to  present  research  papers  at  many  national  and  international  meetings  and 
to  chair  some  of  them.  All  of  these  activities  enhanced  our  reputation  in  the  sciences. 

USM  encouraged  pursuit  of  my  research  specialties,  materials  analysis  and  alternative 
energy.  The  former  has  led  to  some  interesting  scenarios  from  examining  bones  from 
Roman  graveyards  to  multiple-launch  rocket  by-products.  One  important  highlight  was 
the  development  of  international  coal  standards  (for  Argonne  National  Laboratory).  We 
performed  their  x-ray  analyses  at  USM,  putting  us  on  the  map  in  clean-coal  research. 

The  University  holds  the  patent  for  "our  own"  alternative  energy,  a  low-polluting 
fuel  produced  by  combining  processed  scrap  tires,  called  the  WOMBAT  process,  with 
agricultural  products.  Research  and  design  as  well  as  commercialization  of  our  alternative 
energy  process  continues  today  at  a  small  pilot  plant  at  the  USM  Natural  Sciences  Park. 


Dr.  David  L.  Wertz 
Professor  of  Chemistry 
1966  -  2006 


it:  The  arts  continue  to  thrive  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  as 
the  institution  is  the  only  university  in 
the  state,  and  one  of  approximately 
two  dozen  universities  in  America,  to 
hold  accreditation  in  the  four  fine  arts 
emphasis  areas  of  art,  dance,  theatre 
and  music.  Students'  work  is  often 
displayed  for  the  general  public  as 
well,  through  live  performances  and 
exhibitions,  such  as  the  annual  Student 
Art  Show,  pictured  here. 
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Left:  In  2005,  Placido  Domingo  added  his  name  to 
the  list  of  stars  that  have  performed  with  the  Symphony 
Orchestra.  Domingo  remarked,  "No  amount  of 
advanced  expectation  could  have  prepared  me  for 
what  i  discovered  at  the  very  first  rehearsal,  a  veritable 
treasure  trove  of  truly  outstanding  young  musicians 
from  so  many  different  parts  of  the  world... I  consider 
this  kind  of  venture  a  model,  which  I  hope  will  be 
followed  by  other  learning  organizations." 
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In  1969,  Dr.  Walter  Washington , 
became  the  first  African-American 
to  receive  a  doctorate  in  Mississippi. 
The  former  president  of  Alcorn  State 
University  was  named  among  Ebony 
Magazine's  100  Most  Influential  Black 
Americans  in  1974,  1975  and  1976. 
The  Jackson  Daily  News  named  ,...-• 
Washington  one  of  the  12  most 
influential  Mississippians  during  the 
decade  of  the  1970's.    ; 
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-    Hurricane  Katrina  hit  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
in  2005,  and  although  much  was  lost,  the  Gulf  Park 
Campus'  Friendship  Oak  still  stands  tall  to  this  day. 
The  storm's  impact  was  so  severe  that  all  of  the  USM 
Gulf  Coast  sites  sustained  substantial  damage,  forcing 
classes  on  the  coast  to  be  cancelled  for  almost  six 
weeks.  With  more  than  120  faculty  and  staff  displaced 
after  the  storm  and  campuses  destroyed,  Southern  Miss 
came  together  to  rebuild  and  rebound  for  the  betterment 
of  the  coastal  communities. 

it:  Football  series  with  Ole  Miss  and  Mississippi 
State  produced  some  memorable  battles,  many  of 
which  ended  in  the  Golden  Eagles'  favor.  Upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  meeting  with  the  Rebels  from 
Oxford  in  1984,  Southern  Miss  had  won  four  of  the 
last  five  contests  between  the  schools,  while  the  Eagles 
have  a  14-12-1  record  versus  Mississippi  State  all-time. 
Southern  Miss,  which  last  played  Mississippi  State  in 
1990,  is  scheduled  to  meet  the  Bulldogs  in  2013   No 
game  with  the  Rebels  is  currently  scheduled. 
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"We  Grew  up  Together" 

Reflecting  back  over  my  career,  it  seems  like  only  yesterday  that  I  arrived  at  the  Gulf 
Coast  Research  Laboratory  hoping  to  find  a  job  in  marine  science.  In  the  1960s  it  was 
difficult  for  women  to  find  employment  in  fields  traditionally  considered  the  domain  of 
men,  and  I  had  been  refused  jobs  at  other  marine  labs  because  I  was  female.  This  was  my 
last  hope,  and  it  was  my  luck  that  they  had  a  position  they  had  been  unable  to  fill  and  were 
behind  on  the  contracted  work.  I  began  as  a  technician  in  the  Fisheries  Department  in 
August  of  1968  and  cannot  imagine  having  worked  anywhere  else.  Marine  Science  in  the 
"early  days"  was  an  exciting  field  with  new  discoveries  every  day.  Very  little  was  known 
about  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  I  had  the  opportunity  to  study  and  learn  with  the  pioneers 
of  this  relatively  new  discipline.  I  work  with  others  who  have  been  at  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory  almost  as  long  as  I  have  and  they  are  family  to  me.  We  "grew  up"  together  doing 
work  that  we  love,  and  we  have  a  very  special  place  in  our  hearts  for  this  institution. 

Harriet  Perry 

Director  of  the  Center  for  Fisheries  Research  and  Development  and 

Professor 

1968  -  Present 


Left:  In  1972,  Golden  Eagles  replaced 
Southerners  as  the  institution's  athletic 
teams'','name,  and  the  new  mascot  was 
eventually  named  Seymour.  Seymour's  full 
name  is  Seymour  d'Campus.  The  name 
was  inspired  by  the  1984  World's  Fair 
mascot,  Seymour  d'Fair,  who  was  played 
by  former  Southern  Miss  mascot  Jeff  Davis. 

A  standout  punter  and  defensive 
back  for  the  football  team  and  a  pitcher 
for  the  baseball  team,  Ray  Guy  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  best  athletes  ever  to  play 
at  Southern  Miss.  Guy,  who  still  holds  the 
school  record  for  most  interceptions  in  a 
season,  was  a  first-round  draft  choice  of 
the  Oakland  Raiders,  a  three-time  Super 
Bowl  winner  and  a  College  Football  Hall 
of  Fame  inductee.  In  addition,  the  award 
given  annually  to  the  top  NCAA  punter  is 
named  in  his  honor. 
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Left:  School  spirit  is  never  more  evident  than 
on  Saturdays  each  fall  as  the  Golden  Eagle 
football  team  takes  to  the  field.  Among 
the  most  popular  areas  of  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus  prior  to  each  game  is  The  District, 
located  south  of  the  Ogletree  House.  More 
than  a  tailgating  spot,  though,  the  area  also 
offers  visitors  an  opportunity  to  take  a  walk  in 
the  Rose  Garden  during  the  day  or  to  see  the 
illuminated  dome  at  night. 
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The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Centennial  Celebration 


ne  hundred  years  have  passed  since  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi's  founders  celebrated  victory 
from  their  efforts  to  establish  a  state-supported, 
teacher-training  school.   On  March  30,  1910,  that  small  group 
of  diligent  south  Mississippians  cheered  loudly  as  their  tenacity 
resulted  in  the  legislative  act  founding  Mississippi  Normal 
College.   A  century  later,  Southern  Miss  is  still  cheering,  still 
hopeful,  and  still  unyielding  in  the  pursuit  oi  better  education 
for  all  of  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  South.   From  a  humble 
teacher  training  school  to  a  comprehensive,  research-intensive, 
national  university,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is 


celebrating  the  Centennial  of  its  founding  throughout  2010. 

The  following  photos  share  some  of  the  events  enjoyed 
this  spring  such  as  the  100'"  Founders'  Day  Celebration,  a 
Centennial  Commencement  featuring  an  address  trom  former 
New  York  City  Mayor  Rudy  Giuliani,  and  the  event  that  opened 
this  Centennial  season,  a  performance  from  world  renowned 
opera  star  Renee  Fleming  at  Thalia  Mara  Hall  in  Jackson, 
The  festivities  will  continue  throughout  the  fall,  including  an 
exceptional  Homecoming  week  celebration  that  will  conclude 
with  the  Golden  Eagle  football  team  taking  on  East  Carolina  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  9. 
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Left:  Pictured  here,  Steve  Coleman,  Jan 
Burmeister,  Felipe  Sylva,  and  Wren  Hood  take 
a  break  from  the  Alumni  vs.  Student  scrimmage 
hosted  by  the  Golden  Eagle  tennis  program. 
The  program,  which  began  play  in  1962, 
celebrated  the  opening  of  new  facilities  this 
year.  The  state-of-the-art  courts  are  located  on 

e  corner  of  Pearl  Street  and  38lh  Avenue. 
Throughout  the  calendar  year  2010,  Golden 
Eagle  athletic  programs  are  holding  reunions. 
Upcoming  reunions  include  cross  country, 
golf  and  women's  soccer  in  September  and 
football  in  October. 


Above:  Regina  McMillian,  Diana  Lyons  Jones  and  Stacie  Foster  Mutherne 
attend  the  women's  basketball  reunion  held  in  February.  The  program  boasts  of 
12  postseason  appearances  over  its  history,  including  eight  trips  to  the  NCAA 
Tournament.  Perhaps  the  best  season  in  the  program's  history  came  in  1993-94, 
when  the  Lady  Eagles  were  led  by  Janice  Felder  and  coach  Kay  James.  That  yea 
Southern  Miss  won  the  Metro  Conference  and  advanced  to  the  "Sweet  16." 


Right:  Lady  Eagle  Erin  Gatling  sprints  across  the  court  bearing  the  Centennial 
logo  as  Southern  Miss  shut  down  Rice  68-60  in  late  February.  The  Centennia 
Logo  is  being  displayed  on  fields,  courts  and  uniforms  as  the  University's 
Centennial  is  celebrated  at  athletic  events  throughout  the  year. 
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Above:  The  Golden  Eagle  baseball 
program  called  upon  former  coaches, 
players,  managers,  and  friends  to  return 
for  the  first  reunion  in  Southern  Miss 
baseball  history.  More  150  former  players 
returned  to  Pete  Taylor  Park  as  a  part  of 
the  University's  centennial  sports  reunions. 
Over  the  years,  the  program  has  proven  to 
be  one  of  the  most  successful  in  Southern 
Miss  athletics,  highlighted  by  a  current 
streak  of  eight  consecutive  NCAA  Regional 
appearances,  and  a  berth  in  the  College 
World  Series  in  2009. 

Right:  Former  Golden  Eagle  basketball 
participants  gathered  to  reflect  on  their 
days  on  the  court,  to  cheer  on  current 
Golden  Eagles  and  tour  the  recent  addition 
to  the  Reed  Green  Coliseum  basketball 
facilities  in  January.  Former  Southern  Miss 
head  basketball  coach  M.K.  Turk,  Casey 
Fisher  and  Willie  Brown,  pictured  here, 
were  all  part  of  the  crowning  moment 
in  Southern  Miss  basketball  history.  The 
1986-87  Golden  Eagles  went  23-1 1 
and  led  by  Fisher's  6  three-point  shots, 
defeated  LaSalle,  84-80,  to  win  the  NIT 
Championship  at  Madison  Square  Garden 
on  March  26,  1987. 
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World-renowned  opera  star  Renee  Fleming  graced 
the  Thalia  Mara  Hall  in  Jackson  in  January  to  open 
the  University's  Centennial  in  grandeur  and.  style.  The 
"Voice  of  the  Century"  and  "The  People's  Diva,"  was  an 
opportunity  for  dozens  of  Southern  Miss  vocal  students 
to  perform  with  Fleming  as  they  were  accompanied  by^   _ 
the  University's  Symphony  Orchestra,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Jay-Dean.  The  institution's  excellence  in  performing 
arts  reaches  back  to  its  founding  with  the  first  orchestra 
organized  in  1913. 
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( CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 


Following  her  performance,  the  Grammy-winning  soprano  joined  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  family,  including  University  President  Martha  Saunders  . 
husband,  Joe  Bailey,  at  the  Governor's  Mansion  for  a  reception.  Lt.  Gov.  Phil  Bryant,  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  offered  remarks  on  the  significance  of  the  Un 
Centennial,  and  Fleming  noted  that  she  was  highly  impressed  with  the  caliber  of  talent  the  students  displayed. 
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University  opened  its  Centennial  Celebration  with 
performance  by  acclaimed  soprano  and  Metropolitan 
Opera  star  Renee  Fleming  and  the  Southern  Miss 
Symphony  Orchestra  in  Jackson's  astounding  Thalia  Mara  Hall 
on  January  29. 

University  President  Martha  Saunders  noted  the  significance 
of  Fleming's  performance  in  her  remarks  preceding  the  concert. 


"Having  artists  of  Ms.  Flemings  caliber  perform  in  Mississippi 
is  an  important  cultural  opportunity  for  the  citizens  of  our  state; 
however,  what  her  performance  will  do  for  the  members  of  our 
orchestra  is  even  more  profound.  When  these  young  musicians 
rise  to  the  occasion  to  meet  the  musical  demands  of  performing 
\\  ith  an  artist  like  Ms.  Fleming,  they  come  away  from  that  event 
different  people." 
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Left:  Collectibles  that  tell  the  story  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  first  100  years  are  on  display  at 
the  Centennial  Exhibit  in  the  Hattiesburg  Campus'  Cook  Library.  On  display  throughout  2010,  the  museum 
features  Southern  Miss  memorabilia  including  yearbooks,  newspapers,  athletic  and  arts  items  and  many 
never-before-seen  photographs.  Items  have  come  from  the  University  Archives  and  also  from  personal  loans 
of  alumni  and  friends. 

Below:  Yvonne  Arnold,  former  University  Archivist,  delivers  an  address  at  the  museum's  opening  in  March. 
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kAiss  students,  alumni,  and  friends  will 
of  great  significance  to  the  institution's 
istory  in  the  Centennial  Exhibit.  Here,  Southern 
Miss  alumna  Vicki  Copeland  browses  photographs 
and  documents  from  the  institution's  early  years. 
Regular  hours  for  the  museum  are  8  a.m.  to  6 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  and  1  to  6  p.m.  on  Sunday. 
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Above:  The  Center  for  Oral  History  and  Cultural  Heritage  at  Southern  Miss 
and  the  Centennial  Celebration  office  have  invited  academic  affiliates  to  join 
in  the  Centennial  commemoration  and  reflection  through  a  series  of  roundtable 
discussions.  These  events  bring  together  longtime  faculty  and  staff  members  to  discuss 
their  experience  at  Southern  Miss  and  reflect  on  the  development  of  academic 
departments.  Audio  from  the  discussions  is  captured  to  remain  on  file  with  University 
Archives.  Pictured  above  are  Arts  and  Letters  faculty  members  Bill  Powell,  Amy  Young, 
and  Louis  Kyriakoudes,  director  of  the  Center  for  Oral  History  and  Cultural  Heritage. 


Above:  President  Martha  Sa.  jyo  Johr 

L.  Dupree  for  a  parade,  and  The  Pi  de  ol  '■'  - 
Marching  Band  drumline  lee  ■ 
Hattiesburg  version  of  Eag 
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f  ississippi  Teacher  Association  President  Joseph  Anderson 
Cook  had  much  to  celebrate  on  March  30,  1910,  when 
Gov.  Edmund  Noel  signed  into  law  legislation  creating 
lississippi  Normal  College.  It  was  the  culmination  of  the 
association's  years-long  campaign  to  create  the  college  designed  to 
provide  superior  training  for  teachers  than  what  was  offered  at  the 
time.  Cook  was  appointed  to  serve  as  its  first  president. 

On  March  30,  2010,  Cook's  eighth  successor.  Dr.  Martha 
Saunders,  hailed  his  and  the  efforts  of  that  small  group  of  educators 
to  establish  what  would  100  years  later  become  a  premier  research 
institution  of  the  Gulf  South — The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Centennial  Celebration  Day  included  a  full  slate  of  events, 
beginning  with  the  delivery  of  commemorative  Coca-Cola  bottles 


Administration  Building,  where  Dr.  Saunders  and  Hattiesburg  Coca- 
Cola  President  Brad  Brian  toasted  the  University's  100th  anniversary. 

Later  in  the  morning  at  the  Founders  Day  Ceremony,  a  variety  of 
awards  and  honors  were  bestowed  upon  students,  and  new  officers 
for  the  Student  Government  Association  were  installed.  Immediately 
following  was  the  dedication  of  the  new  Centennial  Gateway  and 
Time  Capsule  at  the  main  entrance  to  the  Hattiesburg  Campus. 

Following  Centennial  Convocation,  a  community  picnic  was 
held  at  the  center  of  campus,  where  hamburgers,  hot  dogs,  cupcakes 
and  birthday  cake  were  served.  Visitors  and  guests  then  joined  the 
Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  to  form 
a  human  "100"  for  photos  to  conclude  the  day's  activities. 


■ 


March  30,  2010 
Hattiesburg  Campus 


lowing  the  traditional  Founders  Day  ceremony, 
gathered  at  the  Hardy  Street  entrance  of  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  to  formally  dedicate 
the  Centennial  Gateway.  The  structure  was  made  possible  by  a  contribution  from  the 
Ed  Langton  family  and  a  supporting  gift  from  the  Gold  Leaf  Society. 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION) 


Above:  Southern  Miss  Alumnus  and  Mississippi  Lt.  Gov.  Phil  Bryant 
joined  the  platform  party  at  Centennial  Convocation  to  offer  greetings 
from  the  state  legislature.  Bryant  shared  warm  reflections  on  the  benefits 
of  his  Southern  Miss  education  and  presented  President  Saunders  with 
a  resolution  from  the  Mississippi  Senate  recognizing  the  University's 
Centennial  anniversary.  Bennett  Auditorium  welcomed  several  dignitaries, 
including  members  of  the  state  legislature,  members  of  the  Mississippi 
Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  and  Hattiesburg 
Mayor  Johnny  DuPree.  Mississippi's  Governor  Haley  Barbour  joined  the 
processional  to  offer  congratulations  and  comment  on  the  importance  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  the  state. 

Left:  Dr.  Chester  "Bo"  Morgan  delivered  the  keynote  address  at  the 
Centennial  Celebration  Day  Convocation.  His  remarks,  a  mixture  of 
comedy,  sentiment  and  congratulations,  offered  insight  into  the  spirit  that 
enables  Southern  Miss  to  persevere.  Dr.  Morgan  authored  the  University's 
75lh  anniversary  edition  history,  "Dearly  Bought  Deeply  Treasured,"  in 
1985.  Dr.  Saunders  called  on  him  to  return  to  the  archives  for  work  on  the 
University's  Centennial  history  book  that  will  be  released  this  fall. 

Right:  Led  by  the  Centennial  Celebration  Day  student  committee,  various 
student  groups  contributed  items  to  a  time  capsule  project.  Among  the 
groups  participating  were  Student  Government  Association,  Alpha  Kappa 
Alpha  Sorority,  Inc.,  Southern  Miss  Activities  Council,  The  Legacy,  Alpha 
Delta  Phi  Sorority,  Phi  Mu  Sorority,  the  Society  of  1910  and  Afro-American 
Student  Organization.  The  time  capsule  will  be  buried  at  the  gateway  with 
intention  of  being  opened  at  the  University's  sesquicentennial  in  2060. 
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Above:  The  100th  celebration  of  the  University's  official  legislative  founding  included  a  full  day  of  events. 
The  morning  began  with  the  arrival  of  commemorative  Coca-Cola  bottles  bearing  the  University's  Centennial 
logo.  Above,  Centennial  Steering  Committee  Co-chair  Rex  Kelly,  University  President  Martha  Saunders, 
Hattiesburg  Coca-Cola  President  Brad  Brian  and  Centennial  Steering  Committee  Co-Chair  Alvin  Williams 
toast  the  beginning  of  Centennial  Celebration  Day. 

Right:  Cases  of  commemorative  bottles  arrived  early  on  March  30  on  a  historic  Coca-Cola  truck,  first  used 
to  deliver  the  beverage  in  the  1920s.  These  commemorative  edition  bottles  not  only  serve  to  celebrate  the 
University's  milestone,  but  also  contribute  to  student  success;  all  proceeds  from  sales  of  the  bottles  are  added 
to  the  Centennial  Scholarship  Fund.  The  Centennial  coke  bottles  are  available  for  purchase  at  the  Ogletree 
House  and  other  locations. 
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£  Rollowing  thejioun  spent  in  service, 
jf^jylf  Coast Volunteers  returned  to  the 
^V-^  UlfPark  Campus  in  Long  Beach  and 
,"    /    placed  their  handprints  on  the  Gulf 
'  /y,  lEjsbs-t's  "Little  Rock"-  to  mai;k  the  day 
-.'•'• T^ey  joined  together  for."the;  Big  Eyeht."'  - 
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Left:  On  April  10,  more  than  350  volunteer  faculty,  stc 
students  came  together  to  improve  10  sites  around  the 
community.  This  photograph  shows  students  carrying  a  railroad 
tie  to  landscape  the  playground  of  the  Salvation  Arr 
and  Girls  Club.  Volunteer  work  included  londsccc  ing   genera 
residential  repair  and  beautification  of  the  .or  :,  y: 

Below:  More  than  50  members  of  the  Southe" 
family  participated  in  "The  Big  Event."   The  group  cor . 
conjunction  with  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  for  the  inaugurc 
service.  Part  of  the  group's  efforts  benefitted  Habitat  for  Humor  \ 


reds  of  students,  faculty  and  staff  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  fanned  out  across  the  city  of 
Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast  on  Saturday,  April  10 
for  "The  Big  Event,"  providing  an  array  volunteer  services  in  what 
organizers  expect  be  an  annual  event. 

Organized  as  part  of  the  University's  Centennial  Celebration 
by  the  Student  Government  Association,  "The  Big  Event"  was  the 
largest  single  community  service  initiative,  with  more  than  10 
non-profit  agencies  and  the  University  benefitting  from  volunteer- 
ism  that  included  painting,  litter  removal,  landscaping  and  home 
construction,  among  others. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  projects,  Hattiesburg  area 


volunteers  returned  to  campus  lor  a  reflection  lunch  at  Pride  Field, 
where  University  President  Martha  Saunders,  vice  president  for 
student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul  and  head  Football  coach  Larry  Fedora 
commended  them  for  their  efforts. 

Dr.  Saunders  reminded  the  group  that  they  were  staving  true  to 
a  century-long  tradition  of  service.  Throughout  its  history,  in  good 
times  and  bad.  the  University  and  area  communities  have  worked 
together  to  help  each  other  m  what  has  proven  to  be  a  mutually 
beneficial  relationship,  she  said. 

On  the  Cult  Coast,  more  than  SO  Southern  Miss  volunteers 
assisted  both  Habitat  for  Humanity  and  the  Hope  Community 
Development  Agency. 
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Students  process  into  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  for  the  Centennial  Commencement  ceremony.  The  ceremony  was  the  largest  in  the 
institution  s  history,  reatur.ng  approximately  1,500  graduates  and  a  crowd  of  approximately  12,000. 


/^^proximately  1,500  graduates  participated  in  the  grandest 
r  //  Commencement  celebration  in  University  history  on  May 
-*£/  15.  The  Centennial  Commencement,  featuring  an  address 
uom  former  New  York  City  Mayor  Rudy  Giuliani,  was  held  in  M.M. 
Roberts  Stadium  and  included  students  from  the  University's  cam- 
puses in  both  Hattiesburg  and  Long  Beach.  To  date,  Southern  Miss  has 
conferred  more  than  120,000  degrees  in  its  100-year  history. 


Giuliani  shared  with  graduates  some  of  the  principles  he  be- 
lieved helped  him  lead  the  city  to  recovery  from  the  worst  domestic 
attack  on  the  U.S.  since  Pearl  Harbor. 

Those  principles— devotion  to  a  set  or  strong  ideas  and  beliefs, 
optimism,  courage,  relentless  preparation,  teamwork  and  good 
communication  skills— are  what  he  urged  graduates  to  adopt  to 
help  keep  America  great. 
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New  Yorkers  and  South 
Mississippians  have  much  in 
common,  former  New  York  Ci . 
Mayor  Rudy  Giuliani  told  the 
graduates,  including  having 
come  through  the  catastrophes 
of  9/11  and  Hurricane  Katrina 
even  stronger  because  of  their 
resiliency  and  a  firm  belief  in  God 
and  America.  "You  can't  have  any 
stronger  set  of  beliefs  than  those 
two  sets  of  beliefs,"  he  said.  "We 
need  young  people  who  have  the 
benefit  of  a  great  education  like 
you  have  (to  lead  us).  We  have  to 
have  you  lead,"  he  later  added. 
"You  can't  just  sit  back  and  follow 
other  people.  Otherwise,  this 
(education)  was  all  wasted." 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association's  CA.R.D.  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount 
noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership 
in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Aaron's  Sales  &  Lease 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

Brownstone's  LLC 

Caliente  Grille 

Chesterfield's 

Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Command  Spanish,  Inc 


Doherty's  Furniture 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

Firehouse  Subs 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Hodges  Dental  Clinics 
Holiday  Inn  * 

Holiday  Inn  Express,  Lucedale 
Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

King  Photography 

Kitchen  Table 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

O'Charley's 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

Signs  First  * 

Simmons  Furniture 

The  Sleep  Number  Store  by  Select  Comfort 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Southern  Interiors 

Southland  Florists 
The  Spicy  Pickle 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Tranquility  Day  Spa 

University  Florist 
Villie's  Subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 


50%  discount  on  first  month's  payment 

on  any  new  lease  agreement 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  any  service 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

10%  off  of  total  purchase 

10%  discount  on  food  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rack  rate 

20%  discount  on  oline  language  courses  at 

www.commandsponishonline.com  when  applying 

IISMM20  promotional  code 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Free  drink  with  purchase  of  sandwich 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loons 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

10%  discount  on  oil  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  life  Members 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

10%  off  rack  rate 

15%  off  standard  room  rote 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  all  sales 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Wo  discount  on  rental  items /not  valid  with  other  offer 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

5%  discount  on  rental 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss-related  signs 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Free  pillow  when  you  find  your  Sleep  Number  setting 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  of#lori2  Burger 

5%  discount  on  flooring, 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

10%  discount  on  purchases  (cosh-and-carry  excluded) 

10%  discount  with  alumni  cord 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  Life  Members 

on  all  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 

$1.00  off  game  day  party  subs 

10%  off  total  bill 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bank  of  America 


Bank  Of  America5 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No- Annual-Fee 
MasterCard  J  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 

42X       Shack 

OFFICIAL  COLIEGIATE  MEHCBANDISE 

Sports  Shack 

Sports  Shack  is  an  official  collegiate  store 
that  sells  Southern  Miss  and  NCAA  sports 
apparel  and  gifts.  For  more  information, 
call  228.392.7007  or  visit  sportsshack.com. 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts. 

For  more  information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 


MARSH 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.560.ALUM  (2586). 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more 
information  or  to  order,  call  1 .866.BALFOUR 
and  ask  for  reference  code  23 1 5. 


Liberty 
Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1.800.981.2372. 


(:Jtt/)tra//-'yri), 


Jam  rati  ■ '■' / tinting  ti/i 
Printing  and  Framing.  For  more 
information,  call  1.866.418.0320 


r/-jyW/ 


DiplomaDisplayi 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1.800.422.4100. 


0  Simply,  -■ 

Southern 

&  Superb 


All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 
discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase.  'Hattiesburg  locations  only. 


Natchez  •  Lumberton   •   Simply  Spaces,  Madison  •  Smith  Orchards,  Raymond 
New  Retail  Outlet  in  Canton  -  Coming  September  2010 

www.basspecan.com   1-800-PECANS-1 
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Liberty  Mutual  is  a  proud  partner  of 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 


It  is  an  honor  to  celebrate  the 
100th  Anniversary  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association. 


ALUMNI 


Responsibility.  What's  your  policy' 


Liberty 
Mutual 


©  2009  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  All  rights  reserved 


Tradition.  Success.  Possibility. 


L^e£e$tta£bXh.t  University's  Centennial 
by  making  a  lasting  impact  on  the 
future  of  Southern  Miss. 


A  contribution  to  the  Centennial 
Scholarship  Campaign  will  demonstrate 
your  commitment  to  our  students  for 
the  next  100  years.  To  make  a  gift  to  the 
Centennial  Scholarship  Campaign,  call 
the  USM  Foundation  at  601.266.5602  or 
visit  www.usmfoundation.com/100. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS    | 
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Discover  what's  new  at  the  Hattiesburg  Zoo.  Look  into  the  eyes  of  the 
world's  largest  species  of  cat  and  feel  the  chills  as  he  stares  back.  Try  to  find 
the  difference  between  the  zebras,  because,  like  your  fingerprint,  no  two 
sets  of  stripes  are  alike.  Laugh  with  the  lemurs.  Converse  with  the  cockatoo. 
Touch  a  turtle.  Each  visit  is  as  unique  as  a  jaguar's  spots. 

There  are  organized  edZOOcation  adventures  too.  From  field  trips  and 
critter  classes  to  summer  camps  and  birthday  parties,  there's  something  for 
children  of  every  age  to  enjoy,  and  always  something  new  to  discover. 


HATTIESBURCZOO 

A  New  Adventure.  Everyday. 


107  South  1  7th  Avenue  ::  601 .545.4576  ::  zoohattiesbura.com 
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Congratulations 

Southern  Miss 


on  1 00  Years  of 

Excellence  in  Education 
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ALUMNI 


ASSOCIATION 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 
jK    Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 
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YEARS 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


Special  Thanks  to  our 
Centennial  Sponsors. 

As  valued  friends  and  supporters  of  Southern  Miss,  your  sponsorship  is 
making  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  2010  truly  special.  Thank  you  for 
helping  us  to  commemorate  our  treasured  past  and  celebrate  our  golden  future. 


ill  BancorpSouth 


Member  FDIC 


Right  Where  You  Are 
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POWER 


A  SOUTHERN  COMPANY 


CONSTRUCTION 


Please  visit  www.usm.edu/centennial  for  information  on  the  Centennial  Celebration  and  future  events. 
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